
3 September to 30 September 1801. Report registers (journal) with a brief summary of the 
cases dealt with in the account for the resettlement of colonists. Volume 7. 

 
Source: Dipro State Archives, Ukarine. Fond 134, Opis 1, delo 47. 
 
img 3-4a, September 3rd, 1801 
a message from court regarding an old debt issue in Josefsthal colony 
 
img 4b-5a, September 4th, 1801 
document: a notification from the Novorossian Guberniya government dated August 29th, stating 
that appropriate courts have been notified that the following land has been transferred to the 
Office’s possession: 6500 desyatinas of land taken from Lieutenant General Lvov in Bakhmutinskiy 
Uyezd, as well as 18250 desyatinas of additional land composed of Kamyshnaya equalling 3000 
desyatinas and taken from Chuti in Mariupolskiy Uyezd, Belaya equalling 11900 desyatinas and 
taken from Bakunin in Olviopolskiy Uyezd, part of Berezovka equalling 11550 desyatinas and 
taken from Tolstov in Yelizavetgradskiy Uyezd. 
resolution: file this report; signed Kontenius 
 
img 5b-6a, September 4th, 1801 
a report from the Swedish colony 
 
img 6b-8a, September 4th, 1801 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated August 15th, elucidating the previous 
report from July 16th; the matter concerns Johann Neufeld’s widow (now married to Peter Klassen), 
who received in 1796 a letter from Prussia, notifying her of the death of her uncle Johann Neufeld, 
who left her 1500 guldens; to receive this inheritance she has sent a letter of trust to Prussia in the 
same year; meanwhile, in May 1796, as a result of a long illness her husband Johann Neufeld has 
died, leaving the widow with a sizeable debt; two weeks after that the brothers and sisters of her late 
husband came demanding half of that inheritance, but the widow has made a deal with them 
promising 125 rubles, and although this deal was signed by all participants including herself, it was 
not verified by the Rural Department or the director of the colony; the report also mentions that if 
the widow has died without sending the letter, the inheritance would have gone to her relatives in 
Prussia; now that she has received the inheritance, she asks the Office to allow her not to pay 125 
rubles to her late husband’s relatives, as her debts have greatly multiplied while she was waiting for 
it. 
resolution: as this agreement cannot give her late Husband’s relatives the right to inherit not from 
their but from her relatives, the decision on paying out these 125 rubles should be left up to the 
widow; signed Kontenius 
 
img 8b-10a, September 4th, 1801 
reports from the Swedish colony. 
 
img 10b-13a 
[beginning of the document missing, but it could be img. 27a] 
meanwhile, the records indicate that the Senate has agreed to provide the Office with 9750 
desyatinas of land for the resettlement of 150 Mennonite families, as well as 15000 for possible 
future settlers, totalling 24750 desyatinas of land; the rest of the document explains that when 
Kontenius and court councillor Shikovanskiy examined the available lands, the only suitable place 
they could find was Korsunovka, and explains that the Survey Office only notified the Office on 
Behalf of the Foreign settlers that the latter now manages Korsunovka in a letter from July 11th, 
1801; the Office on behalf of the Foreign Office wants to ask the Survey Office to inform them 
what specific part of Korsunovka will be available for resettling the colonists, while also asking the 



Survey Office to include a particular stretch of land previously claimed by Oposhnyanskiy, as the 
Mennonites refuse to resettle to Korsunovka unless that plot of land is included 
 
img 13b-14a&15-16a 
document: a message from the Novorossiysk Lower Local Court dated August 31st, regarding the 
complaints of Yamburg colonists against former colony director Korbe. 
 
img 14b, September 6th, 1801 
a report from the Dantsig colony 
 
img 16b-19a, September 9th, 1801 [img 17 missing] 
 
#1 
a matter concerning the Swedish colony 
 
#2 
document: a report by Pleshenkov, asking for the money owed to a gardener in Josefsthal colony as 
his wage for part of the next year, as well as saplings, grape vines and other expenses, which money 
was supposed to be sent from the Chortitza Rural Department to the Josefsthal Rural Department. 
resolution: pay the money; signed Kontenius 
 
img 19b, September 10th, 1801 
a report from Pleshenkov 
 
img 20 – missing 
 
img 21, September 10th, 1801 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural department, relating that following the orders from 
July 30th about surveying the forests, the colonists have received navy lieutenant Akimov on August 
24th and helped him with the survey till he left on the 28th 
resolution: file this report, while waiting for appropriate documents from Akimov; signed Kontenius 
 
img 22-23a, September 11th, 1801 
a complaint from an Orel colonist about a missing shipment of wood that was supposed to be 
delivered to the Rybalskaya village 
 
img 23b, September 11th, 1801 
Pleshenkov’s report about the crops planted for settlers from Swabia 
 
img 24-27, September 13th, 1801 
 
orders from the Senate’s Expedition of State Property dated August 26th  
 
#1 
document: an approval of the July 31st request for money required to convert a smithy taken from 
colonist Titus so that it can house the Office. 
resolution: notify Titus, who now resides in Kherson, of this and explain to him how he can receive 
the money; signed Kontenius 
 
#2 
document: a response to the Office’s report from July 16th about hiring Kristian Doman as a 
gardener for the Chortitza, Schoenwiese, and Josefsthal colonies; Doman promised to grow 



mulberries, grapes, and fruit trees; Expedition of State Property approves the contract that has been 
made with Doman for four years. 
resolution: file this response; signed Kontenius 
 
#3 
document: a response to the Office’s report concerning the transportation of 70 Mennonite 
households from Chortitza to Korsunovka, which operation the Senate approves, and asks the 
Office to reply whether it will need any additional funds and how much; since the resettlement will 
happen no earlier than next spring, the Senate also wants the Office to look into ways for resettling 
the Mennonites with less expenses for themselves and the Treasury, and using [the Colonists’] own 
funds. 
resolution: respond to the Senate that the Office will look into the ways to make the resettlement 
cheaper; ask the Land Survey Office to lawfully conclude the matter with the part of Korsunovka 
claimed by Oposhnyanskiy, as the Mennonites will not resettle to Korsunovka, unless they can have 
this part of the plot of land, which constitutes its best part; signed Kontenius 
 
img 28-29, September 16th, 1801 
reports from the Dantsig colony 
 
img 30-34a, September 17th, 1801 
 
#1 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 8th, accompanying 
unspecified notifications requested in an order from June 8th under letters A and B. 
resolution: file these documents; signed Kontenius 
 
#2 
document:  a message from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 5th and reporting on 
the weather in August. 
resolution: file this document; signed Kontenius 
 
#3 
a report from the Yamburg colony 
 
#4 
document:  report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated August 20th, responding to the orders 
from July 30th, which apparently asked the colonists to aid Navy lieutenant Akimov; the Rural 
Department relates that that the colonists do not want to go against the state’s will, but ask “not to 
treat them too strictly”, as “the plan for the colony is already established by [the monarch’s] will”. 
resolution: file this report; signed Kontenius 
 
img 34b-36, September 18th, 1801 
 
#1 
document: a report by the Chortitza Ober Schulz Siemens dated July 18th, stating that he tried to 
rent out the household left after late Herman Neufeld for a higher price, so that it would benefit the 
heirs and be preserved until they come of age, but no-one wanted to pay more, except for Joseph 
Nowitzky from Neuenburg; meanwhile the records indicate that the property was left after the 
deaths of Gerhard Braun and Herman Neufeld’s widow, which were reported on March 11th, and 
the household was initially meant to be given for one year to Klaas Krahn for 5 rubles 25 kopeikas, 
but the Office asked Siemens to look for somebody, who would pay a higher price thus benefiting 
the orphans. 



resolution: approve lending the property to Nowitzky on the condition that he keeps making this 
household’s payments towards the debt to the Treasury; reiterate the previous request for a list of 
property left after the deceased and precise information on who is looking after the children; signed 
Kontenius 
 
#2 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 2nd, relating the 
information on the births, deaths, and weddings last August; there were 7 births, 10 weddings, 1 
death among colonists older than 15, and 7 deaths among colonists younger than 15. 
resolution: file this report; signed Kontenius 
 
img 37-38, September 19th, 1801 
#1 
a report from the Josefsthal Colony 
 
#2 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 2nd, relating who have 
been elected as decurions for the coming month. 
resolution: file this report; signed Kontenius 
 
img 39-40 – Blank  
 
img 41-45, September 23rd, 1801 
 
#1 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 5th, relating that on 
August 11th, a very sick Russian man came into the Neuenburg pub, who then died on August 19th, 
and was buried there; the local Schulz, seeing the man’s sickness, held onto his travelling 
documents. 
resolution: make a copy of the travelling documents and send the original to the Guberniya 
government; signed Kontenius 
 
#7 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 19th, confirming that the 
courier, who delivered the orders #552, 559, and 564, has been paid 3 rubles 50 kopeikas. 
resolution: file this report; signed Kontenius 
 
#5 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 19th, stating that 
everything is prepared to send Mennonite Gerhard Willems to Crimea for grape vines and other 
saplings, and asking for the travelling documents for Willems, as well as Diedrich Isaak and 
Wilhelm Janzen, who will accompany him. 
resolution: file this report, make a requested to issue the documents; signed Kontenius 
 
#3 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 19th, stating that the 
money received from the Office in order to be paid to gardener Doman, as well as the money sent in 
from the Josefsthal department are being kept by Gerhard Willems, who will be recording all of the 
transactions. 
resolution: file this report; signed Kontenius 
 
#2 



document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 18th, responding in 
regards to the measures against the death of livestock in Schoenhorst proposed in a letter from 
September 6th that there were no new deaths since mid-August, but should another epidemic occur, 
all of these measures will be employed. 
resolution: file this report; signed Kontenius 
 
[a number of pages between images 45 and 46 are cut out] 
 
img 46-47a, September 24th, 1801 
reports from the Josefsthal colony 
 
img 47b-48a, September 24th, 1801 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 5th, notifying the Office 
that widower Heinrich Klassen from Rosenthal has died in July, leaving four children, the eldest of 
whom is 20 years old; as the household is in poor condition, the eldest son does not want to accept 
it, but Philip Kauenhofen from Kronsgarten, who used to have his own household, but gave it away, 
is interested in late Klassen’s household. 
resolution: order the Rural Department to see if Klassen’s other sons want to assume the ownership 
of the household, and if they do not – Kauenhofen may take up this household, provided he also 
takes up the remaining debt owed to the Treasury; signed Kontenius 
 
img 48b, September 23rd, 1801 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 19th, relating that 13 
rubles 24 kopeikas were paid out of the common funds for the wood needed to repair the bridge as 
was ordered in a letter from September 1st. 
resolution: file this report; signed Kontenius 
 
img 49-50a, September 20th, 1801 
 
#1 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 5th, confirming that the 
directions regarding the contracts allowing to manage the pubs in the Chortitza colony have been 
received on August 28th. 
resolution: file this report; signed Kontenius 
 
#2 
a report from the Josefsthal colony 
 
img 50b-52, September 26th, 1801 
 
#1 
document: a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 2nd, responding to orders 
from August 8th and notifying the Office that Franz Barg has given late Gerhard Derksen’s 
underage children 2 horses and 3 heads of cattle out of Derksen’s household, while taking 2 horses 
and 4 heads of cattle for himself, also promising to repay all of the debts to the Treasury attached to 
that household. 
resolution: file appropriate documents; signed Kontenius 
 
#2 
a message relating to a Josefsthal colonist 
 
#3 



document:  a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 24th, relating that the 
following Kronsweide colonists intend to take some potatoes to Kherson by waterways and require 
travelling documents: Heinrich Janzen, Schulz Martin Siemens, Georg Siemens, and Franz Pauls. 
resolution: make a request for the travelling documents to be issued; signed Kontenius 
 
img 53, no date 
[a mismatched piece of paper stating that] Mennonite Aron Peters transfers the household of his 
wife, who was previously married to Gerhard Derksen and received said household after Gerhard’s 
death, to a young Mennonite Franz Barg, asking him to repay the debt to the Treasury attached to 
that household. 
 
img 54-55a, September 27th, 1801 
a court decision relating to the Josefsthal Colony 
 
[all the following pages have a lower outer corner damaged by water] 
 
img 55b-56a, September 30th, 1801 
document: a message from the Navy lieutenant Akimov dated September 18th, accompanying the 
receipts for the help provided by the colonists in surveying the forests; these receipts allow said 
colonists to claim their payment as tax deductions; the receipts indicate that the Chortitza Colony 
has provided Akimov with 26 workers and 2 carts, each cart being drawn by two horses;  
resolution: file this report and keep the receipts; signed Kontenius 
 
img 56b-57, September 25th, 1801 
document:  a report from the Chortitza Rural Department dated September 2nd, accompanying 
Johann Lepke’s written promise to repay the remaining debts attached to Ober Schulz Siemens’s 
household, which Siemens transferred to Lepke. 
resolution: file this promise; signed Kontenius. 


