
Researching Family History: 

Getting Started 



Introduction



Why Family 

History?

 Curiosity – who am I - Identity

 Medical reasons – family 

history of disease

 Leave a legacy



Family History has 
a good Pedigree



How to start

 Start with yourself. 

 Document the vital statistics (dates, 

people, places) about your life.

 List the vital stats for your parents 

and grandparents.

 Creating a visual of your information 

can be helpful – a tree

 Organize yourself, documenting 

what you have found, where you 

have found it questions to follow up. 



Gather Stories

 Gather information about 
your relatives.  Learn about 
the area, context, and 
general history in which 
your ancestors lived to 
better understand.

 The tree is your starting 
point.  Add some “meat” to 
the “bones.”

 Document family lore and 
traditions.

 Maintain hard copies, don’t 
only rely on electronic 
documentation.



Invest in some Tools

 A lot of information on line

 Before you buy – “kick the 
tires.” Does the product 

have the info you want?

 Don’t forget to:

 Back up data 

 Create hard copies 

 Document where originals 
are 

 Create high res when you 

can.

 GRANDMA



GRANDMA database

 Is a starting point

 Helps create the tree and points to sources to track 

down.

 Compilation of a community of Dutch/German/Russian 
Mennonite genealogists research. 1.46 million names and 

growing.

 Genealogical Registry and Database of Mennonite 
Ancestry. (GRANDMA)

 Purchase online $20 for a 2 year subscription.

 GRANDMA is for reference – not for starting your own 

database.



Sources

Sources puts 
the detective 
on the hunt for 
information!



Sources for Mennonite Research

 http://mennonitegenealogy.com

 Transcriptions of Prussian, Russian, Canadian, American Latin 

American church registers, census, etc.

 Archival web sites, Mennonite Heritage Archives, Centre for 

Mennonite Brethren Studies, Library and Archives Canada, 

Provincial vital statistics. 

 Listing of resources online.

 Congregational records

 Personal papers

 Special collections (Katie Peters, Mennonite Genealogy Inc.)

 Mennonite Historian magazine

 www.TimJanzen.com Pages of sources by region.

http://mennonitegenealogy.com/
http://www.timjanzen.com/


Get to know the archives



Be nice to your local archivist!

They Can Erase you from History



Mennonite Heritage Archives site



Mennonite Archival Image Database

https://archives.mhsc.ca/

https://archives.mhsc.ca/


Photos add emotion



Joining with like minded people - network

 Get involved!

 Local Historical Society 

Manitoba Mennonite Historical 
Society

 Manitoba Genealogical Society

 Facebook groups

MHA Facebook page

Mennonite and family history 
FB pages



Where to start depends on your story

 Migrations create much upheaval – lists are created, new 
communities are born.

 3 major waves

 1874-1880

 Church registers, Bergthal, Sommerfeld, Reinlaender, Kleine 
Gemeinde, Chortitzer, Bergthaler

 1923-1930

 Canadian Mennonite Board of Colonization

 https://www.mharchives.ca/holdings/organizations/CMBoC_Forms/

 Obituaries

 Church registers (tend to be indiv idual congregations)

 1948-1960s

 Canadian Mennonite Board of Colonization

 EWZ

 Church registers

https://www.mharchives.ca/holdings/organizations/CMBoC_Forms/


Thank you for Listening!

My contact us at:

Web: www.mharchives.ca

Email: info@mharchives.ca

mailto:cstoesz@cmu.ca

